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Reading Comprehension and Writing
Read the following TWO PASSAGES and answer the questions that follow. Points allocated to
each question / answer vary, and are thus indicated respectively.

PASSAGE ONE (extracted from Henry D. Thoreau’s Walden)

With a little more deliberation in the choice of their pursuits, all men would perhaps become
essentially students and observers, for certainly their nature and destiny are interesting to all
alike. In accumulating property for ourselves or our posterity, in founding a family or a state, or
acquiring fame even, we are mortal; but in dealing with truth we are immortal, and need fear no
change nor accident. The oldest Egyptian or Hindoo (Hindu) philosopher raised a corner of the
veil from the statue of the divinity; and still the trembling robe remains raised, and I gaze upon
as fresh a glory as he did, since it was I in him that was then so bold, and it is he in me that now
reviews the vision. No dust has settled on that robe; no time has elapsed since that divinity was
revealed. That time which we really improve, or which is improvable, is neither past, present nor
future.

1. Read the passage thoroughly to better understand the meaning. Then rewrite the entire
passage in your own words and sentence structure. Make sure your new version closely
sticks to and conveys all essential information and connotations in the original. Do not copy
any part word for word except the proper nouns. 20%

2. Write a short commentary on the preceding passage. Discuss your views in comparison
with the ideas of the author’s. In what ways do you agree or disagree with the author? 20%
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PASSAGE TWO (extracted from Ron Scollon and Suzanne Wang Scollon’s Intercultural
Communication)

Western writers did not always prefer clarity, brevity and sincerity (the C-B-S style) in their
writing and speaking. In the Middle Ages, for example, the preferred mode of presenting one’s
ideas was very inductive. One was to begin with all of the objections which might be raised to
the position one planned to take; then, one moved on to the arguments in favor of the position;
finally, one arrived at a statement of one’s conclusion.

The historical question is this: when did we come to assume that communication should be
analytic, original, move rapidly forward, have a unified thesis, avoid unnecessary digressions,
and in essence present only the most essential information? Most likely this preference for the
C-B-S style began by the seventeenth century, and the Royal Society was most likely the leader.
In 1667 Thomas Sprat, Bishop of Rochester, in writing his History of the Royal Society,
commented on the approach to language taken by the Royal Society. He wrote,

They have therefore been more rigorous in putting in Execution the only Remedy, that can be
found for this Extravagance; and that has been a constant Resolution, to reject all the
Amplifications, Digressions, and Swellings of Style; to return back to the primitive Purity and
Shortness, when Men deliver’d so many Things, almost in an equal Number of Words. They
have exacted from all their Members, a close, naked, natural way of Speaking; positive

| Expressions, clear Senses; a native Easiness; bringing all Things as near the mathematical
Plainness as they can; and preferring the Language of Artizans, Countrymen, and Merchants,
before that of Wits, or Scholars (quoted in Kenner, 1987:117).

It seems clear enough that the preferred C-B-S style, or as Sprat puts it, “close,” “naked,” and
“natural” style, which is put forward in so many textbooks on business communication, is a style
taken on quite self-consciously by the Royal Society as the preferred style for scientific
deliberations. As science and technology have risen in the west to their current central position,
business has risen together with them, and this preferred style has been carried with it into near
total dominance in our thinking about effective communication. The businessman who urges the
style of five Ws and one H is, without knowing it, giving a twentieth-century version of Thomas
Sprat’s warning against extravagance.

3. According to the first paragraph, what does the author intend to argue as the thesis
statement of this passage? 10%

4. What differences can be identified regarding writing and writing styles in the past, in
particular prior to the seventeenth century, and the contemporary era? 10%

5. According to Thomas Sprat, what transformation did the Royal Society advocate for and
why? 10%

6. In what way(s) does the style taken on by the Royal Society influence the modern science
and technology discourse? 10%

7. Rewrite the cited passage by Thomas Sprat in your own words and sentence structure by
adopting the modern writing mechanics. Your version has to cohere with the meanings and

connotations in the original. 20%

[End of the Test






