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1. How’s this for a coincidence? Charles Darwin and Abraham Lincoln were born in the - kA (SERERE) 2010 56 A3

same year, on the same day: Feb. 12, 1809. As historical facts go, it amounts to little more
than a footnote. Still, while it’s just a coincidence, it’s a coincidence that’s guaranteed to
make you do a double take the first time you run across it. Everybody knows Darwin and
Lincoln were near-mythic figures in the 19th century. But who ever thinks of them in
tandem?...As soon as you do start comparing this odd couple, you discover there is more to
this birthday coincidence than the same astrological chart (as Aquarians, they should both

be stubborn, visionary, tolerant, free-spirited, rebellious, genial but remote and detached).
-- Selected from Newsweek, June 28, 2008

2. At current rates, the number of cars and light trucks worldwide is set to double over the
next 20 years, from today’s estimated 900m. Building new roads to accommodate new cars
is anything but. Figuring out how to use the available road space more efficiently will thus
be necessary to keep ever more cars from languishing in jams. Scientists have been trying
to bring order to motorway mélées for decades. They assumed the familiar “stop-and-go”
waves of congestion were due to the sheer volume of traffic. More recently, mathematical
models have suggested they may actually be down to drivers’ behavior. With cars moving
fluidly in a tight pack, even a seemingly innocuous change of lanes may cause a tiny
disruption which is propagated backwards for many miles.

-- Adapted from The Economist, September 9, 2010




